MASS INTENTIONS

December 21, 2009— December 22, 2009

Note: Mass Intentions for Christmas Eve arld
Christmas Day through January 3rd will be pub-
lished in the Christmas Bulletin.

Christmas Floral Memorials will also be puk
lished in the Christmas Bulletin.
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News from the Diocese of Lafayette
Please remember in your prayers:
Fr. Richard Broussard,pastor of St. Peter’s in Pine Prairie, who
was recently diagnosed with pneumonia.

Fr. Joseph Brennan,retired priest, who was recently admitted
into the hospital.

Dwayne Dutel,nephew of Fr. Gil Dutel, who recently passed
away.

The former SisteMaria Canez,who as an Eucharistic Missionary
of St. Dominic served as parish administrator of Ngry in Port
Barre. Maria was recently killed in an automobiteident.

..."Advent is the liturgical season that prepaussfor the
Lord's birth, but it is also the time of expectatior the definitive
return of Christ for the last judgment, and St.IRafers, in the first
place, to this second coming. The very fact thatdbnclusion of
the liturgical year coincides with the beginningAxfvent suggests
that "the beginning of the time of salvation. issimme way linked
to the "end of time". This exhortation typical ofd¥ent always
applies: "The Lord is at hand!".

The prospect of Christ's coming at Christmas, earn
now, seems to prevail. The echo of joy at the Massibirth re-
sounds in the Magnificat, the canticle that wellsii Mary during
her visit to the elderly wife of Zechariah. Elizéihegreets Mary
with the words: "And why is this granted me, tha tother of my
Lord should come to me? For behold, when the vofgmur greet-
ing came to my ears, the babe in my womb leapedofpr And
blessed is she who believed that there would belféirhent of
what was spoken to her from the Lord" (Lk 1:43-4&)vanced in
age and by now beyond all hope of possible mottwthBlizabeth
had realized that the extraordinary grace grantdwas closely
linked to the divine plan of salvation. The son whas to be born
of her had been foreseen by God as the Precurbied ¢a prepare
the way for Christ (cf. Lk 1:76) And Mary repliestivthe words of
the Magnificat: "My soul magnifies the Lord, and spjirit rejoices
in God my Savior, for he has regarded the low estathis hand-
maiden.... He who is mighty has done great thingsfe, and holy
is his name" (Lk 1:46-49).

John the Baptist is one of the most significablibal fig-
ures we meet during this important season of ttuggiical year.
John the Baptist's witness re-echoes in the Adverste: "The Lord
is at hand!". The different perspectives of thehhigf Bethlehem
and the baptism in the Jordan converge in the sartte we must
shake off our inertia and prepare the way of thedlwho comes.
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Advent Mission in St. Mary Magdalen Chapel
Remaining date: December 21st 6:30 p.m.
**The Thursday, December 24th Mass at 6:30 a.m. wibe held in the
lower Chapel. All Christmas Masses, starting with he 4:00 p.m. Mass
will be held in St. Mary Magdalen Church.

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE:

Vigil Masses Thursday
12/24/09 4:00 p.m. & 5:30 p.m.

Children’s Choir will sing at 5:30 p.m. Mass

Masses on Christmas Day _Friday

12/25/09 Midnight Mass
Adult Choir will sing at Midnight Mass
7:00 a.m. & 9:30 a.m.

*There will be no afternoon Masses on Christmas Day

MASS SCHEDULE— FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY:

Vigil Mass Saturday
12/26/09 4:00 p.m.

Mass-Feast of Holy Family _Sunday
12/27/09 7:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 5:30mp

NEW YEAR'S EVE HOLY HOUR IN CHAPEL.:
Thursday 12/31/09 11:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.

MASS SCHEDULE— FEAST OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD:
Holy Day of Obligation and First Friday of January

Vigil Mass Thursday

12/31/09 4:00 p.m.

Mass— Mary, Mother of God, New Year's Day
01/01/10 7:00 a.m. & 9:30 a.m.
*There will be no afternoon Masses on New Year'g Da
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701 Chevis Street Abbeville

OPERATING HOURS:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.

Thursdays 8:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.

2 We see them mentioned so often in the weeks pr¢
ing Christmas, these needy folks. Bells ring agirthehalf ang
we toss our surplus coins in their pouches, retienet to be
counted among them. Their names hang written qempan-
gels, we snatch them from the tree in the backhoireh ang
graciously wrap gifts to warm their hearts. Wel fgeod for
having helped. And we should. But the Lord sayagn"Comg
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now, let us set things right, says the Lord: Thoyghr sins bg
2 as scarlet, they may become white as snow; Thohgi be
(2 crimson red, they may become white as wool."
And how does this happen? Is it our own doing®
2 we set ourselves right with the Lord? Do we punfyrselved
from our sin?
No, when it comes to salvation, we are all nothiug
beggars. We are the needy. It is we for whontithebell rings
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of Life. It is we who wait and hope that someon# turn in
our direction this Christmas, not leave us bereftl @mpty-

0 handed while the rest of the world rejoices. Meswho beg for

2 the gift-the gift of salvation, the gift of eternalue.
5 Let us wait with the anticipation of a child unsuof
whether there will be a gift for him. Let us beghithe zeal o
4 one who is truly hungry. Let us lift feeble hangsto heavens
without assurance that they will be filled, in thénd faith
driven by desperation.

by Colleen Mitchel

at the gate of heaven. It is our name that hangsdn the Tre¢
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PHASE Il
TOTAL PLEDGES: $1,891,172.88
PHASE Il PROJECTS COMPLETED
~ Repair and return of stained glass windows tatseany
~ Replace church roof (excluding steeple)
~ Scaffolding of interior of church
PHASE Il PROJECTS IN PROGRESS
Organ console and relays $100,319.24
Payment to contractor $ 77.,893.78
Balance on Project $ 22,425.46
Pew refinishing $115,335.53
Payment to contractor $ 52,636.67
Balance on Project $ 62,698.86
Green marble floor title is being installed around the front sanctuary Interior Repair & Décor $828,426.61
rail. The painting of the new sacrificial altar is nearing completion. Payment to contractor $738.657.61
Balance on Project $ 89,769.00
Church Lighting $198,494.77
Payment to contractor $187,770.07
Balance on Project $ 10,724.70
Marble Furnishings $246,643.73
Payment to contractor $ 64,996.61
Balance on Project $181,647.12
Flooring $108,885.00
Payments to contractors $ 79,280.25
Balance on Project $ 29,604.75
Sound System $ 66,964.39
Payments to contractors $ 8,173.12
Balance on Project $ 58,791.27




