
 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
for the Week of November 16th – November 22nd, 2009 
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:On the occasion of the liturgical memorial of the Presentation of Mary, we will be celebrating Pro Orantibus Day, dedicated to reme-
membering cloistered religious communities. It is an especially appropriate opportunity to thank the Lord for the gift of the numerous 
people in monasteries and hermitages who are totally dedicated to God in prayer, silence, and concealment... Indeed these brothers 
and sisters of ours bear a silent witness to the fact that in the midst of the sometimes frenetic pace of daily events, the one support that 
never topples is God, the indestructible rock of faithfulness and love. ‘Everything passes, God never changes’, the great spiritual mas-
ter Teresa of Avila wrote in one of her famous texts. Dear brothers and sisters, let us thank the Lord, who in his Providence has de-
sired male and female cloistered communities. May they have our spiritual and also material support, so that they can carry out their 
mission to keep alive in the Church the ardent expectation of Christ’s Second Coming.”    Pope Benedict XVI 
 
Sources: Little Pictorial Lives of the Saints based on Butler’s; Angelus Address, Pope Benedict XVI; Liturgy of the Hours�

Presentation of The Blessed Virgin Mary 
“We celebrate that dedication of herself which Mary made to 
God from her very childhood under the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit who filled her with grace at her Immaculate Con-
ception.” 
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Hunger 
 A vital lesson I have learned since I started working at 
the Christian Service Center is that hunger is a problem that 
reveals itself on many levels. There is of course an actual 
physical hunger that we see in third world countries and to 
some degree in America. Many people including myself are 
surprised to discover that hunger exists in our own communi-
ties. We at the SMMCSC minister to hunger on this level by 
feeding the poor.  Programs that are offered at the Center are 
vital for the health and welfare of any community. 
 While it is true that there are many programs that feed 
the less privileged in our country, the Church and only the 
Church can respond to an even deeper level of hunger. This 
type of hunger is of a spiritual nature. Spiritual hunger cannot 
be satisfied with  food, material goods or wealth. Sometimes the 
more  material wealth is sought after,  as the only goal, the 
hunger of the soul or the spirit grows and we can become spiri-
tually malnourished. This level of hunger is more serious be-
cause our souls are eternal and must be nourished. God alone 
can  satisfy this hunger  but we have to respond by placing God 
first in our lives. The Sacraments ,prayer and good works are 
ways  in which we can nurture our spirits and satisfy this hun-
ger.  
 As we reach out and minister to the poor as a Church 
we respond to Christ’s challenge to  feed the hungry but are we 
feeding our own deeper hunger  today? 
         Greg Mitchell, Director 
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This is the body once washed in Baptism, anointed with the oil of salvation, and fed with the Bread of Life. This is the body whose hands clothed the 
poor and embraced the sorrowing… Thus, the Church’s reverence and care for the body grows out of a reverence and concern for the person whom 
the Church now commends to the care of God… However, when circumstances prevent the presence of the body at the funeral liturgy...it is appropri-
ate that the cremated remains of the body be present for the full course of the funeral rites, including the Vigil for the Deceased, the Funeral Liturgy, 
and the Rite of Committal. 
 
As a Catholic may I be cremated? 
Yes. The Church’s definite preference is for burial of the body. However, since 1963 cremation has been permitted, although the cre-
mated remains were not allowed to be present during the funeral Mass. In 1997 the Vatican gave the bishops of the United States per-
mission to allow the celebration of the funeral Mass with the cremated remains present, provided the local bishop permits it. 
 
Must cremated remains be buried or entombed? 
Yes. Respectful final disposition of cremated remains involves interment or entombment. Burial options include a family grave in a 
cemetery marked with a traditional memorial stone or an urn garden, a special section in a cemetery with small, pre-dug graves for 
urns. 
 
May I scatter the cremated remains? 
No. The practice of scattering cremated remains on the sea, from the air, or on the ground, or keeping cremated remains in the home of 
a relative or friend of the deceased are not the reverent disposition that the Church requires.  
 
Source: Excerpts from Reflections on the Body, Cremation, and Catholic Funeral Rites; Federation of Diocesan Liturgical Commissions 
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PHASE II  
TOTAL PLEDGES: $1,844,435.88 

 
 
PHASE II PROJECTS COMPLETED     
~ Repair and return of stained glass windows to sanctuary 
~ Replace church roof (excluding steeple)   
   
PHASE II PROJECTS IN PROGRESS                 
Organ console and relays   $100,319.24 
 Payment to contractor  $  46,018.00 
  Balance on Project $  54,301.24 
 
Pew refinishing    $  92,367.53 
 Payment to contractor  $  52,636.67 
  Balance on Project $  39,730.86 
 
Interior Repair & Décor   $871,903.51 
 Payment to contractor  $821,405.48 
  Balance on Project $  50,498.03 
 
Church Lighting    $195,927.00 
 Payment to contractor  $179,858.56 
  Balance on Project $  16,068.44 
 
Marble Furnishings   $224,115.75 
 Payment to contractor  $  58,459.20 
  Balance on Project $165,656.54 
 
Flooring     $116,285.00 
 Payments to contractors  $  19,309.25  
  Balance on Project $  96,975.75 
 
Sound System    $  63,330.27 
 Payments to contractors  $    5,539.00 
  Balance on Project $  57,791.27 

June 26-28               1,456 
Responses  since June  29th                    176 
Thank you for your prayers and your gifts to the campaign.  Every 
gift helps us reach that goal.  Some people may be waiting to mail in 
their letter of intent but do plan to participate.  It will help us main-
tain an accurate financial status of the campaign if we have your 
letter of intent.  Please consider making a sacrificial gift to the cam-
paign.  Every gift counts.    

Campaign Packets Distributed 
 
 

We encourage every member  
of the St. Mary Magdalen community  

to pray for the success of the campaign! 
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Structural modification work for the sanctuary rail  started 
this week. These pictures show the apparatus used t o drill 
shafts into place for the foundation. 


