
 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
for the Week of August 31st – September 6th, 2009 
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DIOCESE OF LAFAYETTE 
NEWS & INFORMATION 
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WEST REGION SEMINARIAN UPDATE 
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LABOR DAY HOLIDAY 
The parish office will be closed Monday, September 7th  

in observance of Labor Day. 
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MEMORIAL MASS 
The Friends of Fr. LaFleur request your presence  

to commemorate the 65th Anniversary of the death of  
 

Lt. Father Joseph Verbis Lafleur 
Chaplain—United States Army Air Corps 

 
On Monday, September 7, 2009  

Mass at 6:30 p.m.  
 

Saint Landry Catholic Church, Opelousas 
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 Beginning Sunday, September 6th, 2009  
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 (located at the end of Washington St.) 
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�����The Saint Mary Magdalen Christian Service Center, hav-
ing found it’s niche in the community, is now experiencing a 
substantial amount of growth. While serving just fewer than  
2,000 of our area’s needy, the center is following the 
Church’s call and Christ’s command to perform the Corporal 
and Spiritual Works of Mercy. The following is an abbrevia-
tion from Catholic Encyclopedia on the Works of Mercy. 
     When we think in the context of the works of mercy it is 
said to be a virtue influencing one’s will to have compassion 
for, and, if possible, to alleviate another’s misfortune. Accord-
ing to the teaching of one of our greatest theologians, St. Tho-
mas Aquinas, it is said to flow from a spontaneous product of 
charity. A sign that we have the love of Christ in our hearts is 
when we also love and care for those who are less fortunate 
and in need, when we are called to do so. 
     Fortunately in our parish we have the tremendous blessing 
of the St. Mary Magdalen Christian Service Center to aid 
those in our community who are in need. The Center is an 
extremely important mission of our parish which is connected 
to the vital mission of the Church in our community.  
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Looking for a way to share your time and talent and 
help a worthy ministry of  

St. Mary Magdalen at the same time?  
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New Projects Started 
 St. Mary Magdalen was so fortunate to have the opportunity to 
acquire the beautiful marble side altars with statutes, the pulpit, the 
Communion rail and the baptism font from the church in New Orleans 
that had been closed for many years.  Our offer of $25,000 to purchase 
these pieces was accepted.  We have acquired about $500,000 worth of 
marble pieces.  The purchase price is, of course, not our only cost.  
Structural modifications are necessary to handle the weight of  these 
heavy pieces.  This work has been estimated to cost $60,000.  The 
pieces must be disassembled in the church in New Orleans, shipped to 
Abbeville and re-assembled in St. Mary Magdalen.  This work must be 
done by a marble and granite company with resources to handle this size 
job.  This part of the project will cost $114,115.75.  The work has begun 
to disassemble the pieces, the structural engineer is preparing the specs 
for the work that will be needed under the floor of our church. Therefore 
the total cost of  these pieces is estimated to be $224,115.75.  The 
amount of the memorial opportunities for the altar was designed to not 
only help pay for the altars but also to help with the overall project.   
 The floor tile has been ordered along with the carpet runner for 
the center aisle and the carpeting for the confessionals.  The cost of the 
flooring project is $116,285.   
 Figures on payments to contractors on these projects have been 
added to the project list. 
 Bids for the sound contract will be received this week and the 
contract for the sound system will be awarded within the next week. 

PHASE II  
TOTAL PLEDGES: $1,782,860.88 

 
PHASE II PROJECTS IN PROGRESS  
  
Repair and return of stained glass  
windows to sanctuary   $139,211.00 
 Payment to contractor  $122,921.00 
        Balance on Project $  16,290.00  
                                                     
Replace church roof (excluding steeple) $735,650.00  
 Payment to contractor  $715,650.00 
        Balance on Project       $  20,000.00 
 
Organ console and relays   $100,319.24 
 Payment to contractor  $    9,203.60 
  Balance on Project $  91,115.64 
 
Pew refinishing    $  92,367.53 
 Payment to contractor  $  52,636.67 
  Balance on Project $  39,730.86 
 
Interior Repair & Décor   $871,903.51 
 Payment to contractor  $575,087.24 
  Balance on Project $296,816.27 
 
Church Lighting    $195,927.00 
 Payment to contractor  $  15,286.90 
  Balance on Project $180,640.10 
 
Marble Furnishings   $224,115.75 
 Payment to contractor  $  25,000.00 
  Balance on Project $199,115.75 
 
Flooring     $116,285.00 
 Payments to contractors  $     7,391.25  
  Balance on Project $108,893.75 
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June 26-28               1,456 
Responses  since June  29th       130 
Thank you for your prayers and your gifts to the campaign.  There is 
$1.08 million left to reach our goal of $2.9 million and every gift helps 
us reach that goal.  Some people may be waiting to mail in their letter of 
intent but do plan to participate.  It will help us maintain an accurate 
financial status of the campaign if we have your letter of intent.  Please 
consider making a sacrificial gift to the campaign.  Every gift counts.    

Campaign Packets Distributed 
 
 


