SCHEDULE FOR :

The Sanctuary Lamp this week burns in memory §f
Lillian P. Broussard.

The Blessed Mother Devotional Candle this wee
burns in memory of Ernie Guidry.
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MASS INTENTIONS

for the week of July 19th-25th, 2010
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[ Tuesday, September 7, 2010 [
: St. Landry Catholic Church, Opelousas :
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Special thanks to the childrgn 5 22 '_7 OA FL " 2 A *
who attended Vacation Bible "o ] |
Camp! The children and fani- o - 0 *
lies so generously responded 1o .
the plea for canned goods. The shelves that wae &r@ now '
well stocked!
Donations are still needed at the Center to hefpasuthe stock " 7 P
of non-perishable items. Please consider a donétitime Chris- 6 AKK5 57 A+
tian Service Center. * * J "
R " 2 F,; 076G A
A4 *!
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The dates of Natural Family Planning Awareness Weghlight the anniversary of the papal encyclithimanae Vitae(July 25) which articulateg
Catholic beliefs about human sexuality, conjugafel@nd responsible parenthood. The dates also tharkeast of Saints Joachim and Anne (J

of the national education campaign to focus attantin NFP methods and Church teachings which suppeir use in marriage.

| hope that everyone will benefit from a closardst of the Church's teaching on the truth of thieafidove in which spouse
become sharers in God's creative action.

selves to each other in the totality of their parswthing that is part of their being can be edelli from this gift. This is the reason
the intrinsic unlawfulness of contraception: itraduces a substantial limitation into this recifogiving, breaking that "inseparal
connection” between the two meanings of the comjaga the unitive and the procreative, which, apd’Paul VI pointed out, are wr
ten by God himself into the nature of the humamg€HV, no. 12).

Continuing in this vein, the great pontiff righthmphasized the "essential difference" betweenraosption and the use
natural methods in exercising "responsible pro@raat It is an anthropological difference becauséhe final analysis it involves tw
irreconcilable concepts of the person and of husexwality (cf. Familiaris consortio, no. 32).

It is not uncommon in current thinking for the uratl methods of fertility regulation to be sepadateom their proper ethicg
dimension and to be considered in their merely tional aspect. It is not surprising then that peapd longer perceive the profou
difference between these and the artificial methédsa result, they go so far as to speak of therifi they were another form of co
traception. But this is certainly not the way tiswuld be viewed or applied.

On the contrary, it is only in the logic of thecigrocal gift between man and women that the naregulation of fertility can
be correctly understood and authentically livedresproper expression of a real and mutual comnmuafdove and life. It is wort
repeating here that "the person can never be cemesichs a means to an end, above all never a mégisasure.' The person is
must be nothing other than the end of every acly @en does the action correspond to the trueigigif the person.” (cf. Letter t
Families, no. 12).

The Church is aware of the various difficultiesrrigad couples can encounter, especially in thegmesocial context, not on
in following but also in the very understandingtioé moral norm that concerns them. Like a mother,Ghurch draws close to coup
in difficulty to help them; but she does so by reding them that the way to finding a solution teittproblems must come through f
respect for the truth of their love. "It is an dateling manifestation of charity toward souls toitamthing from the saving doctrine
Christ,” Paul VI admonished (HV, no. 29).

The Church makes available to spouses the meagrswé which Christ offers in redemption and invitieem to have recour
to them with ever renewed confidence. She exhbamtin particular to pray for the gift of the Hdpirit, which is poured out in the|
hearts through the efficacy of their distinctiversament: this grace is the source of the inten@rgy they need to fulfill the many d
ties of their state, starting with that of beingsistent with the truth of conjugal love. At thereatime, the Church urgently requej
the commitment of scientists, doctors, health-gaesonnel and pastoral workers to make availablaaoied couples all those ai
which prove an effective support for helping thartyfto live their vocation (cfHV, no. 23-27).

Pope John Paul i

The truth of this act stems from its being an espion of the spouses' reciprocal personal givangiving that can only be
total since the person is one and indivisible.na &ct that expresses their love, spouses araldallmake a reciprocal gift of them-

uly

26), the parents of the Blessed Mother. For furiihéormation, visit www.usccb.org/prolife/issueglinfpweek/index.shtml. The article below is part
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Seminarian’s Teaching Understanding the Most Holy Sacrifice of the Md&at V

Last week | offered this analogy:

“The knowledge of Divine Truth attained throughtlfiain meditative prayer is like the light of a litpouse which firmly guides our
wayward emotions and wills to shore as they artenity tossed about on the waves of sin and coscepice.”

Then, | said that “To choose to follow the lighttbé lighthouse to shore is active reception (fisstve receive light into our eyes
to see the world around us, we receive the LiglRigine Truth into our intellects to see spirityall

Now, we will discuss response, the second patt@twofold disposition necessary both for appraagiihe Mass as we ought and
to see the fruit of the Mass in our lives.

If you had a friend who never made an effort topgethe relationship or spend time with you, tabhe who never responded
with friendship to the friendship that you offerélden no friendship can truly be said to exist. ¢ dursts forth when the beloved freely
receives the affections and good-will of the logad responds with love.

Similarly, although we must enter and participatehe Mass through active reception, we have Hbt participated in nor fully
received the Mass if we have not responded to it.

Continuing with the analogy above, we can say émi¢ring the lighthouse is response. When we ¢méetower of the lighthouse
we become more like the lighthouse: unwavering)-gedunded, and resistant to fierce winds. Likewiserespond to the Mass is to
become more like the Divine Truth that we havevatyireceived through Christian meditation. To baeamore like Divine Truth is to
have a true conversion of heart and life (whicthes very thing that the Gospel of Jesus Christrighyi offers and invites us to.) So, to
respond to the Mass is to have an ever-deepenimgecsion of life.

We must always remember that while true conversimmes from the heart, this does not mean thatdoueersion comes from
the emotions. We do not pick up our cross daily mitdéeels good nor do we put it down when it felgdal (and our chief model in this
lesson is Our Lord Himself during His Passion). kiew from experience that both our good and badtiem® are fleeting, fluctuate
often, and change abruptly. If true conversionfefdepended on our emotions, then we would spendigh (prayer) time and energy
trying to make our selves feel a certain way rathan living a certain way (or deepening our prgyer remain forever fickle about
whether we really wanted to be a disciple of Lowmstlf. (Again, emotions are not bad but they ninesproperly ordered if we are to
strive to live as God intended. Properly orderedt@ns are very good because they are very human.)

For this reason, proper Christian meditative pragdioundational for an authentic conversion oé.lift is foundational because
both Christian meditation and true conversion arhare not dependent on the emotions, but depéwodethe human will, the human
ability to freely choose the Good (or all thingatthre truly Good).

Then, what do we choose? How do we know what lg Bwod? If we only make choices in accord with earotions then we will
have no consistency in our lives, and, becauseiginal sin, we will inevitably turn against our iman nature and act in purely self-
seeking and self-interested ways. Therefore, we ohaose to follow the light to shore and enterlijlethouse.

Thus, true conversion of heart is choosing to m&dcord with the Truth, despite how we may feeleTGoodness results from a
free choice to act in accord with Divine Truth. \8&n only act in accord with Divine Truth when werdgrayerfully meditated upon it
(actively received it) because it is only then tiattruly know it and have the strength, couragel, @onviction to live it, to unify our-
selves with it.

The twofold disposition of active reception andp@sse can be summed up like this: Christian meditds a cooperation with
Grace and the Holy Spirit which, seeing that weehdisposed ourselves to actively receive Him wh@rigce, rushes into our minds,
then into our souls where we can freely choosetthdve change our lives; only then, in the powiethe Holy Spirit, can we respond
to the Father by offering our lives, our very sslveonformed and unified to Jesus Christ whom #&dt freely and lovingly offered
to us, offers to us, and will offer to us on the&x of Calvary at every Mass.

If you are new to the series, or for any othersogga and would like the previous part of the sedestact me through email
(aharrington@sjasc.edu) and | can send you a Hagitay. May God Bless you abundantly.
Your Brother in Christ through Mary,
Max
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You must never ask Jesus to wait.

[It] is not enough to pray, Thy kingdom come, atvork,
so that the Kingdom of God will exist among us yoda

Holiness does not demand anything great, beyondliigy of the person.
It depends on God’s Love; every daily act canrbesformed into an act of love.

Saint Ursula
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