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Applaud efforts to expand health care to all; Empsiae need to guarantee federal money does not gabtwrtion; Need to address
flaws in health reform plan just passed

WASHINGTON —The U.S. bishops called on Congress and peoptleeirCatholic community to make sure promises apg Heat
new health care legislation will not expand abarsiin the United States. Cardinal Francis Georgehi€ago, president of the United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops, made tHeMaich 23, moments after president Barack Obamaesi the Senate version of
health care reform legislation approved by the teookRepresentatives by a slim margin, March 2le $tatement was approved
unanimously by the 32-member Administrative Comeeitof the USCCB. “We applaud the effort to expaedlth care to all,” Cardi-
nal George said. He noted concerns about the &igis| including that “the statute forces all thegeo choose federally subsidized
plans that cover abortion to pay for other peopdéysrtions with their own funds.”

Cardinal George pointed to President Obama’s dixecarder that said “it is necessary to estabdisradequate enforcement
mechanism to ensure that Federal funds are notfosedbortion services.” The need for such an otdeterscores deficiencies in the
bill, Cardinal George said. “We do not understand lan Executive order, no matter how well intenéidncan substitute for statutory
provisions,” he said also. President Obama andrsttlaimed the bill does not expand abortion, GaidGeorge noted. “We and
many others will accompany the government’s impletaiiion of the health care reform and will worketosure that Congress and the
Administration live up to the claims that have atnited to its passage. We believe, finally, thesvriegislation to address its defi-
ciencies will almost certainly be required,” hedsai

The statement follows: For nearly a century, tlahGlic bishops of the United States have calledrdform of our health
care system so that all may have access to thetliargecognizes and affirms their human dignityri§ian discipleship means,
“working to ensure that all people have accesshatuwnakes them fully human and fosters their hudignity” (United States Cate-
chism for Adults, page 454). Included among thdements is the provision of necessary and appr@phiealth care.

For too long, this question has gone unaddressedri country. Often, while many had access to liaemedical treatment,
millions of others including expectant mothersuggling families or those with serious medical bygical problems were left unable
to afford the care they needed. As Catholic bisheyes have expressed our support for efforts to esfdthis national and societal
shortcoming. We have spoken for the poorest and dedenseless among us. Many elements of the healéhreform measure signed
into law by the President address these concehs@help to fulfill the duty that we have to eather for the common good. We are
bishops, and therefore pastors and teachers. indlea we applaud the effort to expand health taral.

Nevertheless, for whatever good this law achierdstends, we as Catholic bishops have opposquhisage because there
is compelling evidence that it would expand the rof the federal government in funding and fadilitg abortion and plans that cover
abortion. The statute appropriates billions of a@llin new funding without explicitly prohibitinfpé use of these funds for abortion,
and it provides federal subsidies for health plamgering elective abortions. Its failure to presetiie legal status quo that has regu-
lated the government’s relation to abortion, asttal original bill adopted by the House of Représtives last November, could un-
dermine what has been the law of our land for desaahd threatens the consensus of the majorityrarigans: that federal funds not
be used for abortions or plans that cover abortiStrainger still, the statute forces all those whoose federally subsidized plans that
cover abortion to pay for other peoples’ abortiwith their own funds. If this new law is intendemfrevent people from being com-
plicit in the abortions of others, it is at war litself.

We share fully the admirable intention of Prestd®hama expressed in his pending Executive Ordeerevhe states, “it is
necessary to establish an adequate enforcementamsohto ensure that Federal funds are not useabfortion services.” However,
the fact that an Executive Order is necessaryanfglthe legislation points to deficiencies in thi@tute itself. We do not understand
how an Executive Order, no matter how well inteméid, can substitute for statutory provisions.

The statute is also profoundly flawed becauseast failed to include necessary language to prosgdential conscience pro-
tections (both within and beyond the abortion cebteAs well, many immigrant workers and their fdigs could be left worse off
since they will not be allowed to purchase heatthetage in the new exchanges to be created, etlegyifuse their own money.

Many in Congress and the Administration, as wellralividuals and groups in the Catholic commuriitgye repeatedly in-
sisted that there is no federal funding for abarfiothis statute and that strong conscience ptiotetias been assured. Analyses that
are being published separately show this not tthbecase, which is why we oppose it in its curfenin. We and many others will
follow the government’s implementation of healtieceeform and will work to ensure that Congress @wedAdministration live up to
the claims that have contributed to its passageb®lleve, finally, that new legislation to addréssdeficiencies will almost certainly
be required.

As bishops, we wish to recognize the principletions of the pro-life Members of Congress from bpétties, in the House
and the Senate, who have worked courageously &iectegislation that respects the principles oatliabove. They have often been
vilified and have worked against great odds.

As bishops of the Catholic Church, we speak inrthime of the Church and for the Catholic faithlitseEhe Catholic faith is
not a partisan agenda, and we take this opporttmitgcommit ourselves to working for health cat@ch truly and fully safeguards
the life, dignity, conscience and health of albrfrthe child in the womb to those in their lastglap earth.
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Memorial opportunities are still available. Memdsianay be pledged over a three year period. Tervesa remaining mg-
morial please contact Peggy Ashley at the campaififice at 893-0244. Memorials are available onrst ftome, first ser

basis.




