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MASS INTENTIONS 
for the Week of February 15th—21st, 2010 
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The origin of St. Valentine and how many St. Valentines there were, 
remains a mystery. We do know he was a holy priest in Rome who 
assisted the martyrs in persecution. He was caught marrying Chris-
tian couples which is probably why he is the patron saint of lovers. 
Whoever he was, Valentine really existed because archeologists have 
unearthed a Roman catacomb and an ancient church dedicated to St. 
Valentine. He is the Patron Saint of bee keepers, engaged couples, 
epilepsy, fainting, greetings, happy marriages, love, lovers, plague, 
travelers and young people. He is represented in pictures with birds 
and roses. �
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“All of us must be saints in this world. Holiness is a duty for you 
and me. So let’s be saints and so give glory to the Father.” 

 
    Blessed Teresa of Calcutta 
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February Schedule: 

 
Mardi Gras Events With Nursing Home Residents 

 
Mon. Feb. 15th: Float Decorating and Live Cajun Band.  
Group will depart @ 1:30 pm from Ministries Building. 
  
Tues. Feb. 16th: Kaplan Mardi Gras Parade with residents. 
Group will depart @ 9:30 am  from Ministries Building.  

*Be sure to check the website or Young Apostles 
 Facebook page for other details! 

Why Vermilion Catholic? 
 
 Catholic schools have been my passion for my entire professional career—from my first day as a new teacher in 1971 in a 
small, rural Catholic school in North Central Iowa to this day as Principal of Vermilion Catholic.  I believe in them with every fiber 
of my being. 
 Catholic schools have four hallmarks, upon which the mission of every Catholic school revolves.  They are to proclaim the 
Gospel message, to build a community of believers, to promote prayer and worship, and to teach service in the name of Jesus.  These 
hallmarks define our Catholic Identity.  These hallmarks exist always in the context of a deep commitment to academic excellence.   
 One of the most valued parts of Catholic education is the impact that the Catholic school has on the lives and values of the 
children we serve.  One of my favorite stories is about a student I had many years ago.  I like to tell people that every gray hair has a 
name, and the one right in the front is named Russ.  Russ was a freshman student who could challenge anyone’s charity into saint-
hood.  Russ was unfailingly contradictory; if you said go right, he would go left.  I suspected he did it just to annoy me. Russ incited 
us as educators to summon all that was good in order to model to him patience, kindness, charity, and tolerance.  Russ, as a freshman, 
did not understand the Golden Rule- Do unto others, as you would have them do unto you.  
 Three years after his debut in my class, Russ was finally a senior.  It was an early fall day, and a new crop of freshman were 
buzzing about. The lunchtime cafeteria was filled with more than 400 students, and in all of the confusion one poor freshman bumped 
into someone and dropped his tray of food with a clatter.  Of course, the upper classmen were not beyond a good razzing.  Yet, out of 
nowhere who stops and helps the freshman clean up, gets him a new tray of food, and sits down with him to console him?  Yes, it 
was Russ.  Twenty-five years later, Fr. Russ now serves as pastor at a parish that has a school.  He understands the importance of 
Catholic schools in his life and lives a commitment to provide the same positive experience he had to the next generation. 
 For me, the daily exposure to faith, Gospel virtues, and Catholic values reinforces the importance of our Catholic high 
schools. I have seen their valuable impact on individuals, families, parishes, entire communities, and the Catholic Church.  My own 
daughter attended a small Catholic high school in central Wisconsin.  The quality of the academic education she received was excep-
tional.  More importantly, the quality of the religious preparation was beyond compare.  This excellence is illustrated by the fact that 
a school with only 160 students in grades 9-12 has produced 17 vocations over the past twenty years. That school obviously is doing 
something right.   
 Catholic high schools enhance and add value to our parish and the civic community.  We have reinforced our continued 
commitment to Vermilion Catholic  through its Strategic Plan.  The school, in turn, has accepted the challenge to grow and improve.  
The theme of the Catholic Schools Week was Catholic Schools Dividends for Life.  Come and see how our Catholic School is liv-
ing out the hallmarks.  Discover how Vermilion Catholic can have an impact on your family, parish and community.  
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¨ You must call and pre-register 

by 5:00 p.m. the day before the 
training session that you plan to 
attend.  

 
¨ Please call the church at which 

the training is being offered. 
This will ensure that there is 
enough space and handouts 
available for everyone in atten-
dance.  

 
¨ We also ask that you please 

arrive at least 10 minutes before 
each training, as they will begin 
promptly at the times indicated 
on the schedule. 

 
¨  To register for a training call: 
  Amanda 893-0244 
       St. Mary Magdalen 
 Loretta 893-5631 
       St. Theresa 
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Capital Campaign Update 
 
Now that we are back in the church and almost all of the restoration work has been completed, we are receiving the re-
maining outstanding invoices from contractors who worked on the project.  At this time we can provide a more accurate 
picture of the financial status of the campaign. 
 
  
  
Cost of Phase II      $2,900,000.00 
 
Cash collected to date  $1,575,669.20 
    + 
Balance owed on pledges 
Already committed  $   403,500.96 
 
Total amount for Phase II    $1,979,170.16 
 
  
Balance to be raised     $   920,829.84 
 
Donations and pledges to the campaign are still being accepted along with memorial gifts.  The monthly Capital Campaign 
second collections will also be added to this total.   
 
  
Obviously, the work was done all at one time and the bills are due before the entire Phase II goal has been raised.  In an-
ticipation of this scenario, a line of credit with the Diocese of Lafayette was established.  The total amount of the line of 
credit is $1,400,000.  Invoices have been paid with money received in donations and pledges until it was necessary to draw 
on the line of credit.   
 
 
Invoices on Phase II projects paid   $2,702,671.33 
 
Amount borrowed on the line of credit   $1,059.172.44 

Memorial opportunities are still available. Memorials may be pledged over a three year period.  To reserve a 
remaining memorial please contact Peggy Ashley at the campaign office at 893-0244. Memorials are available on 
a first come, first serve basis. 


